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A Federal Judge yesterday 
ordered the press excluded 
from pretrial question-^and'an- 
swer sesaions conducted by 
opposixig lawyers dn Oonnectt 
cut Senator Thomas J. Dodd's 
$5 million 'libel suit against 
columnists Drew Pearson and 
Jack Anderson. 


room** for the occasion. 

**I don't see how the case 
wotJld be enhanced by a large 
public attendance,** divtemqiit* 
ed Holtzoff, ending the discus- 
sion. 

Dodd filed his conspiracy 
and libel suit againt the two 
columnists following a series 
of their articles earlier this 
year charging the 57-year-old 
Senator with helping business- 
men get government contracts 
and siphoning off political 
campaign money for his own 
use. 

Each side in the dispute is 
now seeking depositions, that 
4s, sworn testimony from the 
o^er aide for preparation of 
a possible civil trial on the li- 
bel and conpdracy issues. 

Alternating Depositions 


Citing possible injury to 
witneeses^ in cases of public 
’interest^>r;i Judge Alexander 
Holtzoff granted a motion by 
Dodd*s attorney, John F. Son- 
nett, to cloise the deposition 
sessions to the general puhMc. 

Sonnett accused PearscH 
and Anderson of “trying th 
case by newspaper,** a refer- 
ence to inter^ttent ccnmnen- 
tary in the daily column on 
progress of the suit 

Offers Conference Room. . 

Sonnett added that depo- 
sitions are normally taken in 
the crowded confines of law- 
yers* offices and there would 
not be room for the press. An- 
derson's attorney, Warren 
Woods, offered his law firm’s 
“rather huge confeirence , 


Bach wants first crack at 
the other, but HoHzoff ruled 
yesterday that Dodd’s side 
will initiate the process, with 
the attorneys working out a 
schedule of alternating depo- 
sitions thereafter. 

Pearson and Anderson orig- 
^ inally asked to take Dodd’s 
* deposition Monday, but that is 
; now postponed indefinitely. 

Woods and Pearson’s attor- 
ney, John Donovan, also asked 
Dodd to bring hundreds of 
documents with hdm for his 
deposition. Bonnett agreed 
some were pertinent to the li- 
bel and conspiracy issues but 
asked that others be exdluded. 
The exclusions and inclusions 
will be ironed out later. 








